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A Master Plan was approved for Stillwater County in 1997.  The 1999 Montana Legislature changed state law authorizing growth policies rather than master plans or comprehensive plans.  The 2003 Montana Legislature amended the law again to recognize existing master plans as valid growth policies until October 2006. 
The County Planning Board was established in 1995 by the Stillwater County Commissioners and serves in an advisory capacity to the governing body.  This Growth Policy has been prepared as part of the County Planning Board’s responsibilities and on-going planning effort for the Stillwater County planning jurisdictional area.
This Stillwater County Growth Policy is intended to replace the 1997 Stillwater County Master Plan to comply with the new statutory requirements in Montana Code Annotated 76-1-601. Baseline information from the 1997 Master Plan was utilized and updated where more current information was available during the planning process. 

A growth policy is not a regulatory document and does not confer any authority to regulate that is not otherwise specifically authorized by law or regulations adopted pursuant to the law. A governing body may not withhold, deny, or impose conditions on any land use approval or other authority to act based solely on compliance with an adopted growth policy.

After adoption of a growth policy, the governing bodies within the area covered by the growth policy are guided by and give consideration to the general policy and pattern of development set out in the growth policy in the authorization, construction, alteration, or abandonment of public ways, public places, public structures, or public utilities; authorization, acceptance, or construction of water mains, sewers, connections, facilities, or utilities; and adoption of zoning ordinances or resolutions. 
 
Citizen participation is encouraged throughout the growth policy process and implementation of the growth policy.  Information about the planning process was provided through a variety of methods including news releases, presentations to civic groups, resident surveys and open public meetings.  A public hearing on the proposed plan was held as required. The plan will be presented to the Stillwater County Commissioners for formal adoption.

Community goals and objectives were reviewed in the process and revised to include additional guidance from the citizen participation process.   Community goals and objectives are listed in Chapter 3.  Implementation of this Growth Policy will be oriented to accomplish community development goals and objectives. 

The County Planning Board recommended including the historical background of the area along with the required elements of a growth policy.  The historical background information is in Chapter 4. 
Existing characteristics and features of the county are described with maps and text.  This inventory includes land use, population, housing needs, economic conditions, local services, public facilities and natural resources in Chapter 5.  Maps of land ownership, parcel size, farmland classification, surface geology, general soils, elevation, topographic maps index, population maps, housing maps, school districts, fire districts, cemetery districts, taxable value, rivers and streams, water wells, road classifications, solid waste sites, recreation sites, and citizen initiated zoning districts are included. 
Projected trends for the five to ten year life of the growth policy are provided for land use, population, housing needs, economic conditions, local services and natural resources in Chapter 6.  Maps of future service areas and proposed capital improvement projects are also included in this chapter.
Implementation of the Growth Policy in Chapter 7 includes a description of policies, regulations, and implementation measures; a strategy for public infrastructure; an implementation strategy; a statement of coordination and cooperation between the town and county; a statement on subdivision criteria; and a statement on public hearings for subdivisions.

Minimum criteria defining the jurisdictional area of future neighborhood plans, information from the citizen participation process, and maps showing population and housing information on elementary districts recommended for future neighborhood plans are included in Chapter 8.
This growth policy is scheduled to be reviewed every five years and amended at least every ten years to keep it current and flexible enough to meet changing community needs.
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